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SHCRUEY

AIR ROUTES OF THE SOVIET ARCTIO

1, UM 2

The air fores of the GUMZ (Glavnoye Upravleniye Mest Zalyu=
cheniya: Main Administration of Places of Internment) depends it
partly ::xghe GUMZ and partly 1::ghc General Staff of the MVD snecial
militin. This peculiar air force has to carry out various assign-
ments, but its two major tasks can be easily discerned:

a. Maintenance of order and security of the Great North
deportation territories,

b. Transportation of daported manpower in npectnl)alchaugh
frequent, cases,

In quite exceptionnl cases, the GUMZ air force aleo takes care
of wiwe supplies.

Soviets usually surround thie air force with the most complete
gacrecy, and its principal centers are located in areas gtrictly for-
bidden to civilians and placed almost axclusively under the MVD control.
Although incomplete, the information available at least givee an
exact idemnf what this independent air force was in summer of 1948,

The independent air force of the GUMZ has ahout one hundred
German specialists, all used as expertis,

There are approximately one thousand aireraft in Northern and
Esetern Sibaria, 7% percent of which are ultra~modern types. There
ara three types of alreraft:

a, fighters and reconna@éanca airecraft;
b. bombere;
c. large-capacity transport aircraft.

There are about 150 jet fighters of several new types. 0f a
total of 200 bombers, one half are prewar or from the first year
of the war. The number of transport alrcraft is estimated at 300,

including 200 six- or four-engine flylng cargoes of recent design.
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It avpears therefore that fighters and reconnaiesance craft reach

a total of %00, and that there are very few old types.

Flying personnel are racruited from the NKVD/MVD members who

gserved in the Air FPorces, preoferably in northern regions. With few

exceptions,

these pergonnel have clman records and by gsrving in the

GUMZ independent alr farce ara coertain to obtain quick promotione

in the MVD hierarchy. The non-flying pereonnal include, on the

contrary, cadre members of the MVD serving disciplinary sentences

in the North, a cartain numbear of epecialimts serving santences (or

PUW who served in the air forces in their countries), and ordinary

convicts used as supervigors of political deportees,

There is no figure available for the total number of air fields,

The names of nina GUMZ air fields and the location of 14 others nre

known. However, there muet certninly be more than these 23, since

a large number of Siberian deportation camps are located near air

fields, and there are hundreds af such camps, It 1s true that very

often the air fields of thesa campe are just makeshift fields without

technical installation, fuel-tanks or adequate field lights.

A 1list
a.
be
Ce
d.
8.
f.
g
h.

of GUMZ air fields and some apvroximate locations follows:
Tyutinsk-Samarova

Tara

Taymirsk

Khatanga

Kureyka near Igarka

Nizhniy Kolymsk

YTkutek [sic/ (epecial GUMZ air field)

Magadan (adminigtrative center of the GUMZ air force

for the Arctic)

1.

Kolyuchinsk

Approximate location of the 14 GUMZ air flelde are:

On the Kagzym River, approximately 50 km from the Ob' River
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b, On the Yal-Mal L;lo. probvabhly Yamn17 penineula, on the
poatharn share of a lake at approximately 70 degrees north latitunde
and 70 degreas enst longitude,
e, On the Pur River, tridutary of the Tar, about 200 km
from the mouth,
4. On the shore of Lake Kopidak (eantral Yenisey region),
a. One hundred kilometers east of Dundinka [;}obably
Dudinka on the Northern Yaniley.7
f. At the confluenca of the Kathanza and Moniero thntnnga ’
and MOYQTQT rivers.
g+ At the confluence of the Tungueka and the Taymurs rivers,
h, On the Anabar River, approximately 100 km from the
Aretic Ocean,
i. On the Lena River, approximately 50 km north of Schinganek
[Zriganeis/.
4. Near the sources of the Yana River, aoproximately 6%
degrees north 1atitude (region of the Verkhoyansk mountain range).
k. Approximately 30 km east of Sredne-Kolymek.
1. Aporoximately 100 km north of Markovo. .
m. At the head of Chaun Bay. -
n, On the Amguema River, at the eagternmost point of the
Arctic Ocean shore, about =0 km from the Ocean.
These are actual air bases, with technical installatione and
rather important fuel depots.
There ig no information on the activity of the GUMZ air force,
on the number of hours or distance flown. However, as an indlcation,
1t can be stated that in 1945 more than 50,000 political deportees
were flown to their work by this alr force. It is also known beyond
any doudbt that in 1544 during a rebellion a dozen of camps were

destroyed by the air force in the region of Ta, on the Taymyr peninsula. i
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At Tura the GUMZ ghares the so-called commerainl air field,

which made it poseidle to obeerve there in early fall 194%, ahout

1% four-angine transport airoraft, 10 fighters, and twn bombers,

In addition to the letters SSSR all these aircraft were marked VKMZ,

2.

Bolar Military Air Force

Thie air force is directly under the Red Army command, Although,

in contrast to the attitude toward the GUMZ air force, the liﬁ;:i

VA
bonwti nbout Jiﬂit polar military mir force, snd constantly proalaims

its existence, naverthelaes, the secrecy surrounding the polar military

air force is almost impenetrable,

With proper resarve, we shall

mention, however, that in 194% the Soviet polar military air force

ot /.
was subdivided into three military wemiems (l'ral-Ob', Taymyr, Kolyma=

Dal'stroy), that it had 40 to 50 air brigades, 3 divisione, and 6

brigader of airborne troops, 10 "experimsental brigades" (eksperi~

mental 'naya brigada), and about 2,000 aircraft.,

For 191% these figures seem to be grossly exageratad,

There is no information available on the Soviet polar military

air force in the Turopean part of the Great North,

The location of a few bares in Asia 1¢ known: there is also some

information on the numerical strength of the brigades and on some

work carried out by the military air force.

1.
2,
3.
4,

6.
7.
8.
9,

Tollowing are a few known bages!

Novyy Port
Tazovskoye
Kurgan

Port Dickson
Severovo

near Taymyrsk
Cape Chelyuskin
Nordwick

Khatanga

10.
11.
12,

13.
14,
1%k,
16.
17.

18.

Bolkakach L-sic_/—

Port Tiked

Bol 'shoy Ostrov Lyakhov [ﬁbl'shoy
Ostrov, Lyakhov lelandg/

Makiska [ sic.]

Balagan

Vrangel' Island

Olenek

Zyryanka

50 km from Anadyr, along the River
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Following now are a faw polar military air force basas;

1. At the head of the bay loamted at the southernmost point
of October Revolution Ieland (Ostrov Oktyabr'skaya Revolyuteiya)

2., On the central part of the eastern shore of the Lake Taymyr

8, Gorelyy (south of the Taymyr peninsula)

4. Nyurkinsk (in Yakutia, on one of the Lena tributaries)

%, Pechvalnoje 17}127 (on the upper Indigirka) L;bokhval'noya
on the middle Indigirka?_]

There were about RO military airera’t in Novyy Port in July 1948,
sone 20 heavy four-angine bombers, and 30 fighters of an unknovn
type. This information confirme the raport of the presence of two
nir forco brigadee in Yovyy Port during the same period.

During this period, thare were 2%0 aireraft in Port Dickson,
only about 100 of which ware militery aireraft. Half of theas
latter aircra®t were obroletn, In Port Dickson thera were also
an airborne and a paratroopes bdrigade,

Kurran was in 1946 the centar of the Sibveria-Northemstern
Air Military District, Mifty military transport aircraft were
reported there, and 20 ultra-modern fighters, Jet aircraft were
tested there,

Upon requoct of the Red Air Porce commander, some very important
construction works were carried out, and probadly etill are, with
manpower supplied by the GUMZ, 1In 1946 these worke were carried out
in the following pleces:

Tazovskoye, Port Dickeon, Severovo, Khatanga, Ambarchik,
b - Bol'shoy, Ostrov Lyakhov L;lc, probably Bol'shoy Ostrov, Lyakhov
Islnnd?l and in the areas of the Obekaya Guba (Ob' Bay) and of the
northern part of the Taymyr peninsula.

Numerous experimente are carried out in the Taymyr peningula
with flying bombs. The center of these experiments seems to be

the shore of Lake Taymyr,

QRCRET |
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German aviators were seen on several occagions with Soviet air
officers, particularly, as has been alrendy stated, in Tavovekaye
(where thare are also other military instellations), in Novyy Port,
and in Khatange, The number of German spaoinlists employed by the
polar military aviation (and quite decently treated) was in 1948
estimated at 10,000,

In 1945, Soviet military aviatore nad about 300,000 hours of
flying time; thie figure muet be doubled for every year up to 1970,
by which time the Red Air Force of the Arctic muet be an invineible

force at the service of the Soviwt fatherland,
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